mmnmm 

J. Jpn. Bot. 

69: 399^01 (1994) 


A New Species of Asarum (Aristolochiaceae) from the Ryukyus, Japan 


Eiji Yamahata 



awachinagano-shi, Osaka, 


586 JAPAN 


(Received on April 12, 1994) 


A new species, Asarum leucosepalum, is described from Tokunoshima Island, the Ryukyus, Japan. 


Asarum leucosepalum Hatusima ex Yamahata, sp. 
nov. 

Rhizoma abbreviatum repens vel ascendens. Folia 
2, sempervirentia, ovato-hastata, 6-12 cm longaet 3- 
7 cm lata, apice acuto-obtusa, basi profunde cordata, 
supra sparse hirtella, velutinosa, atro-viridia, albido- 
maculata, subtus adcostam etnervas curvulato-hirsuta. 



a 


Petiolus 5-15 cm longus sparse hirsutus. Flos 
pedunculatus, pedunculus ca. 10-20 mm longus glaber. 
Tubus calycis cylindricus ca. 8-12 mm longus 15-20 
mm latus, prope ad superum pauce constrictus, extus 
cinereo-viridescens purpureo-punctatus, intus atro- 
purpureus tessellato-reticulatus, reticulis valde ele- 
vatis; limbus 3-sectus, lobis ovato-deltoideis, ca. 7- 



b 



Fig. 1. Asarum leucosepalum : a-b two views of flower x 2; c-d inner views of the same x 2; e pistils and stamens 
x4. 
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Fig. 2. Asarum leucosepalum. 
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Table 1. Distinguishing characters of Asarum species in Tokunoshima Island 



Upper surface of leaf 

Peduncle 
length (mm) 


Calyx lobes 



Pale green 
mottles 

Laster 

Base 

Color of inner 
surface 

Hairs of inner 
surface 

A. leucosepalum 

With 

Velvety 

10-20 

Flat 

White, with red- 
purple patches at base 

Glabrous 

A. hatsushimae 

Without 

Velvety 

15-60 

Cylindrical 

Dull yellow 

Thick hairy 

A. simile 

Without 

Velvety 

<15 

Flat 

Dull yellow 

Glabrous 

A. lutchuense 

Without 

Metallic 

<15 

Flat 

Dark brown 

Thick hairy 


11 mm longis 8-12 mm latis, extus flavo-brunneis 
punctis rubro-purpurascentibus dense vestitis, intus 
fere glabris, albo-variegatis punctis rubro- 
purpurascentibus vestitis, basi pauce dilatatus, anuli 
faucium albidum. Ovarium inferum valde depressum; 
stylus 6. Stamina 12. 

Hab. Ryukyus: Tokunoshima Island: Mt. 
Sasontsuji, alt. 370m. Apr. 27, 1989. E. Yamahata 
1014 (holotype, TNS 602069). 

This species is found in elevations between 350 m 
and 400 m alt. in the northern mountainous region of 
Tokunoshima Island. Asarum simile, A. hatsushimae , 
and A. lutchuense are already known from Tokuno- 
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shima Island and the range of this species is partly 
overlapping with those of A. hatsushimae and A. 
lutchuense. 

These four species are distinguished by several 
characters shown in Table 1. 

The species is closely related to A. hatsushimae 
and A. simile , but differs in having white flower. 
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